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	 Evaluation of Student Learning

Unit Assessment Plan
	Subject Area
	Social Studies 

	
	Grade Level
	8

	
	Topic
	Renaissance 

	
	Length of Unit (days)
	30 classes (2.5 months) 



	Desired Results

	Established Goals – GLO(s): General Outcome 8.2: Origins of a Western Worldview
 Renaissance Europe: Through an examination of Renaissance Europe, students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how the exchange of ideas and knowledge contributed to shaping the worldview of the Western world.

	Understandings:

Students will understand…
· That a worldview can change and evolve

· How geography plays an important role in the success of city and trade centers

· How Renaissance thought was shared throughout Europe, and to an extent, the world.

· How renaissance thinkers contributed to math, science, literature, art, and music.

· That worldviews can be seen in primary sources such as art, music, literature, architecture, and writings. 

· What the Renaissance was


	Essential Questions:

Overarching Question: How has the worldview of the Renaissance helped to shape the worldview of the western world today? 
· How may have geography influenced the growth of trade centers and powerful city centers in Europe?

· How important was the Renaissance in building the worldview of Europe? 

· To what extent did trade help to spread the ideas of the Renaissance throughout Europe?

· How did the worldview of Western Europe evolve from the Medieval Ages to the Age of Exploration?

· How has the Renaissance contributed to fields like astronomy, math, science, politics, exploration, philosophy and religion?

· To what extent did significant individuals of the time influence the Renaissance?

· How are Renaissance worldviews represented in the arts, science, philosophy, exploration, politics and religion?

	Prior understandings…

7.1.2 appreciate the challenges of co-existence among peoples (C, CC, I, LPP) 

7.2.1 recognize the positive and negative aspects of immigration and migration (GC, LPP, C, I) 

7.2.2 recognize the positive and negative consequences of political decisions (PADM) 7.2.3 appreciate the challenges that individuals and communities face when confronted with rapid change (I, CC, LPP) 

8.1.1 appreciate the roles of time and geographic location in shaping a society’s worldview (C, I, TCC, LPP) 

8.1.3 appreciate how models of governance and decision making reflect a society’s worldview (C, I, TCC, PADM) 

8.1.4 appreciate how a society’s worldview shapes individual citizenship and identity (C, I, TCC) 

We will have a questionnaire at the beginning of the first class on the unit that has about 5 questions on it asking things like:

1) How would you define the Renaissance?

2) Can you name 5 Renaissance thinkers? 

3) Where did the Renaissance originate?

4) Can you explain a significant event from the Renaissance in 3 sentences or less? 

5) What would you like to learn about the Renaissance?

	Students will be able to…
Values and attitudes:
8.2.1 appreciate how Renaissance Europe formed the basis for the worldview of the Western world (C, TCC)

8.2.2 demonstrate a willingness to consider differing beliefs, values and worldviews (C, I)

8.2.3 recognize how beliefs and values are shaped by time, geographic location and societal context (C, TCC, LPP)

Knowledge and understanding:

 8.2.4 examine, critically, the factors that shaped the worldview evolving in western Europe

during the Renaissance by exploring and reflecting upon the following questions and

issues:

• What was the Renaissance? (TCC, LPP)

• How did the Renaissance spark the growth and exchange of ideas and knowledge across

Europe (i.e., astronomy, mathematics, science, politics, religion, arts)? (TCC, ER, PADM,

GC)

• How did the physical geography of Renaissance Europe affect trade and competition among

European countries? (LPP, TCC)

• How did increased trade lead to the emergence of powerful city-states (i.e., Florence,

Venice, Genoa)? (TCC, CC, ER)

• In what ways did thinkers and philosophers influence society in the development of a

humanist worldview during the Renaissance? (GC, I)

• In what ways were the Age of Discovery and the rise of imperialism expressions of an

expansionist worldview? (TCC, PADM, LPP)

• In what ways did exploration and intercultural contact during the Renaissance affect the

citizenship and identity of Europeans? (C, I, GC, LPP, TCC)



	Where does this lead?

One of the final points in SLO 8.2.4 is beginning the discussion of the Age of Discovery- an important event that would lead to Christopher Columbus, an Italian sailing for Spain, to reach the Americas and begin the clashing of worldview between the Spanish and the Aztecs. It creates a nice flowing continuation between the units- allowing for a less jarring change and where it will hopefully be easier for the student’s to apply what they have learned from this unit to the next- and to be able to see how the Age of discovery would eventually lead to Canada as we know it today. 

 8.3.1 appreciate how a society’s worldview influences the society’s choices, decisions and interactions with other societies (C, I) 

8.3.2 appreciate how Aztec and Spanish identities and worldviews were affected by intercultural contact (TCC, GC, I)

8.3.3 appreciate and recognize how rapid adaptation can radically change a society’s beliefs, values and knowledge (TCC, GC) 

8.3.4 assess, critically, how the Aztecs were affected by the Spanish worldview by exploring and reflecting upon the following questions and issues:

 • What were the key elements of the worldview of the Aztec civilization prior to contact with the Spanish? (TCC, I, CC) 

• How did the Aztec civilization’s worldview influence the Aztecs’ choices, decisions and customs? (TCC, CC, PADM)

 • What key elements of Spain’s worldview led to the desire to expand the Spanish empire? (TCC, I, PADM) 

• In what ways did factors such as technology and disease contribute to the dominance of the Spanish over the Aztec civilization? (ER, LPP)

 • To what extent were the divergent worldviews of the Spanish and Aztecs factors in the dominance of one nation over the other? (TCC, CC, GC, PADM)

	


	Learning Outcomes 
	Assessments 

	
	Title
	Debate
	Reflections
	Ranking Italian City-States
	Timeline of Significant Events 
	Compare Creative Works 
	Quizzes/Exit Slips 
	Cover of Time Warp Magazine

	
	Type (Formative/Summative)
	Formative
	Formative/Summative
	Summative
	Formative/Summative 
	Formative
	Formative/Summative
	Summative

	
	Weighting*
*weighting on the 7 out of the 14 total assessments
	0%

	5%
	10%
	10%
	0%
	5%
	25%

	8.2.1 appreciate how Renaissance Europe formed the basis for the worldview of the Western world (C, TCC)
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	x
	x

	8.2.2 demonstrate a willingness to consider differing beliefs, values and worldviews (C, I)
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	

	8.2.3 recognize how beliefs and values are shaped by time, geographic location and societal context (C, TCC, LPP)
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	8.2.4 examine, critically, the factors that shaped the worldview evolving in western Europe

during the Renaissance by exploring and reflecting upon the following questions and issues:

• What was the Renaissance? (TCC, LPP)
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	x

	How did the Renaissance spark the growth and exchange of ideas and knowledge across Europe (i.e., astronomy, mathematics, science, politics, religion, arts)? (TCC, ER, PADM,GC)
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	x

	How did the physical geography of Renaissance Europe affect trade and competition among

European countries? (LPP, TCC)
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x

	How did increased trade lead to the emergence of powerful city-states (i.e., Florence, Venice, Genoa)? (TCC, CC, ER)
	
	
	x
	x
	
	
	

	In what ways did thinkers and philosophers influence society in the development of a humanist worldview during the Renaissance? (GC, I)
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	x

	In what ways were the Age of Discovery and the rise of imperialism expressions of an expansionist worldview? (TCC, PADM, LPP)
	
	
	
	x
	x
	
	

	In what ways did exploration and intercultural contact during the Renaissance affect the citizenship and identity of Europeans? (C, I, GC, LPP, TCC)
	
	
	
	x
	x
	
	x


	Assessment Tool Overview

	Assessment Tool 
	Brief Description
	Assessment FOR Learning
(formative)
	Assessment AS Learning
(metacognition)
	Assessment OF Learning
(summative)

	Debate 
	We will start off with each student having one important person from the Renaissance (students can choose from a list supplied by the teacher- one student per thinker) that they will argue is the most important person in helping to shape the worldview of the western world. 

-Students will debate against one other and have the class vote on who they think is the most important person out of the two. When their person is eliminated, students are added to another group, creating teams of two, and is repeated until there is two teams/thinkers left. 

-After the final debate, the class votes anonymously for who they believe is the Renaissance person who helped to shape the western worldview the most. 

-This will be done closer to the end of the unit, where students will be able to apply the knowledge we have learned throughout the semester. 

-They can bring in information on where they lived, events they contributed to, their life works, and even their influence in the world today.

- In a debate setting, students will sometimes have to think on the fly- really showing the teacher if they just memorized information or actually understand the content in a way they are able to apply it.

-The point of this activity is more to see if students can apply their knowledge, so any grades given would be participation bases (i.e. have their individual debate ready and then take part in the group debates by research or discussion).
	x
	x
	

	Reflections
	Reflections (could follow a class reading of a chapter in one of the two suggested books or after a debate to have students explain their thinking after hearing multiple perspectives from two sides)

· If this is following a class reading, this assessment will tell us what information students were able to take from the sources introduced to them 

· If it is following a debate, this assessment will include students writing about their understanding of the counter points and multiple perspectives that were presented during the activity and then finally deciding on a position, which could be different from the one they prepared for the debate 

· Reflections will be done multiple times throughout the unit following movies, projects, and activities.

· They will not be worth much grade wise, but they will give the teacher even more insight into what students are learning. They also will give students the chance to reflect on their own learning and take ownership of how much they put into their assignments. 

· They will be marked more so for completion marks.
	x
	x
	

	Ranking Italian City-States in order of their influence in shaping a Renaissance Worldview
	The students will be given a task to research and then rank three Italian city-states given to them (Florence, Genoa, and Venice) and out them in an order of importance in shaping the worldview in Renaissance Europe. 
As a class, we will discuss what should be considered:

· economic—trading center

· political—control of territory, powerful allegiances

· artistic—noted artists, influence of art

· social and intellectual—noted thinkers, acceptance of ideas military—significant armed forces.

-The assignment will have students looking at the networks of trade that became important in spreading ideas and how location, product, political climate, and more was important in the success of these city-states and the renaissance. 

- Throughout the process, students will be receiving formative assessment and the ability to work in pairs, alone, or small groups. Students will also have a checklist that will have all the requirements needed to be shown. 

· This will be graded on an analytic rubric looking at their conclusion, content, and communicates information.
	x
	
	x

	Timeline of Significant Events 
	Timeline of significant events. Answering the question: What Lead to the Renaissance? 
· The teacher will provide specific events for the students to research and determine when it occurred and write a blurb about why that event is significant to the spread of the Renaissance. 

· They will be given a list of resources they can use to determine the dates and find a summary. 

- Events would include: The black death, the Papacy moves back to Rome, Ottoman Conquest of Constantinople, publication of the Gutenberg bible, Columbus Sails to America.

-This will have students give a reason for why these events were important to the development of the renaissance and the worldview that evolved along with it. They will be given the names of the events, but they need to read the summaries and then in their own words, write why it helped to lead to this intellectual period. 

-This assignment will be marked on a holistic rubric:  if the events are in the right order and they have an appropriate summary of the event in their own words.
	x
	
	x

	Compare Creative Works 
	 Compare creative works from the medieval period, early renaissance, and later renaissance-e.g. selected paintings/sculptures/architecture/music- to see the evolving worldviews

This activity will help familiarize students with primary sources, what they are and what the many forms that they can take

Students will analyze who is being represented in the art, what worldview is being shown (agriculture, wealth, sad, positive/ happy)  how people are represented,  landscapes, why the artist chose to use certain colors and highlight certain features/ details etc. 

This assessment will show if students understand the influence context has on works created during each time period. Students will be able to describe how artwork varies depending on things like who created them and  when they were created (what was occurring in society) 

Students will have a worksheet to fill out as they compare the works, and then we will have a class discussion about how these works explore the worldview of the time. The aim of this assignment is to get students thinking about how worldview changes and is seen in popular culture, art, and societies.
	x
	
	x

	Quizzes/ Exit Slips 
	To check students’ understanding of terminology, key concepts like the Silk Road, significant events and significant people like Copernicus, during the time period.

-When they are quizzes, they will be low risk- not worth much and students could possibly have their lowest grade dropped. They will be done throughout the unit.

-This will be done throughout the unit and will help the teacher to understand where their students stand on topics and if they need to revisit, revise, or move on from topics and themes. They will also allow students the ability to self-reflect on how well they think they know the content. 

-A quiz will be done to assess prior knowledge: 

On the first day of the unit students would get a quiz with about 5 questions on it asking things like :

1. How would you define the Renaissance?

2. Can you name 5 Renaissance thinkers? 

3. Where did the Renaissance originate?

4. Can you explain a significant event from the Renaissance in 3 sentences or less? 

5. What would you like to learn about the Renaissance? 

For the quizzes: students will hand them in individually for the teacher to review. The teacher will record what information was familiar or unfamiliar to students in a checklist, to refer back to when planning lessons. The teacher will hand the quizzes back to each student with attached comments , possibly clearing up any misconceptions or informing the students if they are on the right track or to tell students when/ how they will/can learn about the aspect of the Renaissance that they indicated in the last question. The teacher could also use the answers on the quizzes to start a class discussion about information on the topic for the day (Teacher could ask: who can elaborate on this idea for the class? where could we find information on an idea we are all unclear about?). 

For the exit slips: teacher will also provide written feedback on them and return them back to students. 

Teacher could also use them to arrange times to meet one on one with certain students who may be struggling with something more than others or put students in groups with peers that have exceptional understanding of the concept other students are struggling to grasp
	x
	x
	x

	Cover of Time Warp Magazine 
	Students will answer the question: Which Renaissance man/woman/event should be on the cover of “time warp” magazine because of their influence/impact on the western worldview?
· Have students work either in pairs or alone (whichever they’d prefer) and ask them to choose either an event or person that they feel most greatly influenced the western worldview and should therefore be on the cover.

·They will find information, from what we have learned, books, and the internet, and create a case for why they should be chosen.

·       Their project can be displayed any way they want such as a mock-magazine spread, interview with the renaissance person asking them about their life, a short documentary, newspaper article, poster, essay, etc.

·       However, students will be given certain criteria they must include in their project- i.e. when they lived, what influence do they have today in the western world, a summary of their lives, examples of their works, what they brought to the Renaissance, etc.

· The students will present their findings in whatever format they choose to their class. After everyone has presented, the class may vote for who they believe should be on the cover (done anonymously) from learning about what was shown. The person/event that wins may find itself on a cover made by the teacher on the door.

Students will also be able to bring in a draft for peers and the teacher to provide feedback on before handing in their project to be marked

Students will be applying the skills and knowledge they have learned throughout the unit to this summative task. They will all be required to present the same information (and given a checklist to guide them in covering what they need to) so that assessment will be fair. They will be marked on a analytic rubric marking their content, final product, argument, and legibility.
	x
	x
	x


EDUC 3604 – Unit Assessment Plan Template 
Adapted from Understanding by Design (2005) by Wiggins and McTighe

