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Unit Rationale

I organized my lessons in the same way that the student’s posters are organized. The lessons start by focusing on who they are, then how they belong in the class. Then we look at belonging to teams and clubs at school, followed by groups outside of school and what makes standoff a community to belonging to the province that Standoff’s community is located in. 

The posters that students will be working on are intended to be used as a brainstorming tool that they add to frequently as we work through the unit. If students have free time at the end of the lessons, then they can pull out their poster and add things to it but time will be given to students to work on it every other class. As well, when students pull them out they will hopefully be used as a reflection tool since they will be able to see and read ideas about what they have learned about each category of groups that they belong to. Students will be adding ideas in the form of both words and pictures.  

I made this unit 3-4 weeks long because I am also going to be teaching part of 1.2.1 later on so I am planning on doing this during the last 2 weeks of my practicum. Many of the classes begin with reading a story followed by asking students questions that require them to reflect on their own life and experiences so that they feel more connected to the content being taught to them. 
Unit Planning Organizer
Subject: Social Studies                                                   Grade and GLO: Grade 1, 1.1 
Unit/Topic: Belonging to Different Types of Communities and Groups 
Unit Duration: 4 weeks (12 x 30 minute classes) 
	1. Unit Overview – Critical Inquiry Question

	How do I belong to groups and communities? 


	2. Focusing Questions for Lessons (Related questions) 

	· What groups do I belong to in my community? 
· Where are these groups located?

· Who belongs to my groups with me?

· Who do I see in my community?

· What is unique about each of the groups that I belong to? How can I identify my community?
· What are characteristics of belonging? 

· How do I know I belong? What groups did I chose to belong to? 

· How can I contribute to/ help the groups I belong to? 
· What do I enjoy about belonging to my groups? 

	3. SEE-I of Key Concept for Unit

	Characteristics
State: defining qualities that show that something or someone belongs to a certain community or category. 
Elaborate: defining qualities can include: physical features, behaviors, ancestry, membership or commitment to something. 
Exemplify: a hockey team is a group that wears similar safety equipment like pads, helmets and gloves. Hockey teams wear the same uniforms, colors and logos so that people watching know that each individual member belongs to that team. Hockey teams do activities like drills, bonding together and skating and they do these activities in the same places usually (hockey rinks). Teams work together towards a common goal.   
Illustrate:
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https://www.hockeycanada.ca/en-ca/team-canada/women/national/2017-18
Belonging
State: feeling connected while being a valued member a group. 
Elaborate: a sense of belonging is felt when someone feels included, respected and that they have a purpose where they are.
Exemplify: Someone who has a sense of belonging where they live might choose to take part in an activity to help their community. Wanting to help your community shows that you care about making it a nice place to live for yourself and for others. 
Illustrate: 
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https://containergardening.wordpress.com/category/horticulture-gardening/garden-types/community-gardens/ 

	4. Specific Learning Outcomes for Unit (assessed by culminating task)

	Culminating Task: Classroom quilt of the groups that students belong to
Throughout the unit each student will have been adding to a poster that separates the types of groups you can belong to into categories of me, my school, my community and my province. In each category students were asked to draw a quick illustration or list a few of the types of groups they are in. 

Each student will chose one group that they belong to that is most significant to them. Each student will be given a blank paper square and they will draw themselves in their group on the square. Students will be asked to think about how we are able to identify different groups and what characteristics they should include in their picture so that their audience can make sense of their picture. Before students begin working in their square we will brainstorm (as a class) characteristics of groups and write them in a word web that will remain posted on the board while students work. Our brainstorm should include things like clothing, symbols, landmarks, activities, and where you go to be with your group. On the back of the square students will need to answer the sentence prompt: ‘I enjoy belonging to this group because…’ 
Students will do a show and tell with their square. 
When students are presenting their summative task they will hold their quilt square so that they can point out the details that they chose to include about themselves and their group.  Their peers can ask them questions about their group and students will need to explain what they included in their picture and why. While they are presenting I will use a checklist to do a summative assessment of each student. If a student is uncomfortable presenting to the whole class, they can do a one on one with me. While students are presenting their squares I will be marking them using a rating scale. After students have verbally explained their square, I will collect them, take them home, scan and print them onto transfer paper to put onto fabric sheets to make the quilt over Easter break. When students return from their break they will find their individual square on the classroom quilt displayed in the class. After it has been displayed for a while, all the students’ names will be put in a draw and whoever gets their name pulled, gets to take home our class quilt. 
Knowledge:
1.1.3 

- What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colors, logos, and clothing)? (CC)

-In what ways do we benefit from belonging to groups and communities? (C, CC, I)
Attitude:

1.1.2
- demonstrate a willingness to share and cooperate with others (C, PADM)
Skill:
1.S.1 
- examine ideas and information from varied sources

1.S.8 
- respond appropriately, verbally and in written forms, using language respectful of human

diversity
-listen to others in order to understand their point of view



Overview of Lessons
	Lesson 1: How do I and my classmates belong at school? 

	SLO: 

-what different types of communities or groups do you belong to? (CC)
Learning Activity: 
*Review being unique and introduce the classroom as a community that students belong to 
-Read Chrysanthemum and discuss how the classroom is a community or group that we all belong to and ask students
- Questions to consider: what are characteristics? What are characteristics of belonging? 
-  Students will be given poster paper with 4 sections on it (me, my school, my community, my province). 
- We will work on the ‘Me’ section today. 
- In the Me section: students will list or draw ideas about themselves: name, things they like to wear, likes, things they are good at. 
Materials: 
· Book: Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes 

· Poster paper for each student
· Pencils, pencil crayons & markers 
Formative Assessment: 
*see lesson plan 

	Lesson 2: What groups do I belong to? What can belonging look like? 

	SLO: 1.1.3

- What different types of communities or groups do you belong to? (CC)

- What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colors, logos, clothing)? (CC)

Learning Activity:
· Read The Hockey Sweater 
· Class discussion about book. Ask questions like: what are symbols? What are some symbols of the teams that you belong to? Where do we usually see team symbols? What other 

· Discuss teams you can be on and groups you can be in and what symbols and colors are worn- how does these characteristics relate to belonging? 
Materials:
· Book: The Hockey Sweater by Roch Carrier 

· Student posters that they started last class 

Formative Assessment:
*see lesson plan 

	Lesson 3: What can different communities look like? How does our community look similar or different compared to other communities around the world?  

	SLO: 1.1.3

- What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colors, logos, clothing)? (CC)
Learning Activity: The communities I belong to are located in neighborhoods – these are also communities. 
· Read Be My Neighbor 
· Analyze the photographs as we go through the story. Be able to answer some questions about these places around the work that students may have if they have not heard of that place before. 

· What do we see in different neighborhoods? What activities (swimming, dance, going to the store),people, buildings, vehicles, plants do you see ? 

· What do you like best about your neighborhood? 

· Where is it located? (Alberta prairies-what does that look like compared to other places around the world?)
Materials:
· Book: Be my Neighbor by Maya Ajmera and John D. Ivanko 
· Whiteboard and marker to record discussion ideas 
Formative Assessment:
· Observation during class discussion: Can students identify characteristics of different communities verbally?

	Lesson 4: How can people be involved in their communities? How do I benefit from being involved in my community?

	SLO: 1.1.3

· What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colours, logos, clothing)? (CC)
· In what ways do we benefit from belonging to groups and communities? (C, CC, I)
Learning Activity:
-  Read Look where we live! 
- each page has questions to ask students about their community, as we read we can have a class discussion using the questions provided 

- discuss what the students see in their neighborhoods and how students are and can become involved 
- students will add things about Standoff and their neighborhood to their posters 

- students can also add things that they would like to do to get involved more in their community (maybe things that they saw that looked fun in the book- like a community garden) 

Materials:
· Student posters 

· Book: Look Where we Live! By Scot Ritchie 
Formative Assessment:
· Using student posters, observe if students understand what characteristics of a community is and if they understand that Standoff does not look the same as all the places shown in the book 

	Lesson 5: What characteristics of Standoff make it a unique community? 

	SLO:
1.1.3

-What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colours, logos, clothing)? (CC)

-In what ways do we benefit from belonging to groups and communities? (C, CC, I)
Learning Activity:
- Use Look Where we Live! Book again 

- Review the headings in the books with students 

-Using the community map at the front of the book, ask students: what could be included on a map of standoff? 
- other questions to consider: -What makes Standoff a community? (Specific buildings and landmarks- how we are able to recognize it) -What are some characteristics of Standoff?
- Using enlarged printed images that show characteristics of Standoff and the prairies as well as images of other communities , have students the images into 2 categories they decide 

- have students organize them into 2 categories teacher decides like ‘our community’ and ‘other communities’ 

Materials: 
-Book: Look Where We Live! A First Book of Community Building by Scot Ritchie  

-7 images of Standoff and 3 images of other communities (3 or 4 copies so students can work in small groups) 
-Magnets or tape for the pictures to hang on the whiteboard or on the walls to sort 
Formative Assessment:
· Observation: where students able to sort the images into ‘our community’ and ‘other communities’ categories? 
· Observation: Can students identify some of the landmarks and symbols of Standoff and of Alberta?

	Lesson 6: How does our community also belong to the Province as a community?

	SLO: 1.13

· What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colours, logos, clothing)? (CC)

Learning Activity: 
· Share news story about the Blackfoot Confederacy flag being raised at Lethbridge city hall

· Discuss flags as symbols of belonging to groups using pictures of the Alberta flag, the Blackfoot Confederacy flag and the Blood Tribe flag. (flag images are located further down in lesson material and also on this website http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/tag/Blackfoot%20Indians ). 
· Discuss the province as a group that students are a part of  

· Artifacts and images included on the above website could also be shown to students as it would provide students with history on aboriginal people in Alberta 
Materials:
· Class computer and projector to display news story and images of flags (since projector projects images onto the whiteboard we could label symbols , images and words that we see on the flags) 

Formative Assessment: 

· At the end of the lesson, hold up each flag and ask students to call out which flag it is and one things we talked about on it

	Lesson 7: How can I be responsible in my community? How do I benefit from helping my community?

	SLO:

1.1.3

- In what ways do we benefit from belonging to groups and communities? (C, CC, I)

- What are our responsibilities and rights at home, at school, in groups and in communities? (C, CC, I)

Learning Activity:

-Before reading: Ask students what responsibilities they think they have in the classroom? School? In their groups, like sports teams or dance groups? At home? 

-  Ask students what rights they have in their groups? Right to be treated with respect, listened to, feel comfortable etc. 

-Read The Mitten Tree  

-Have a class discussion about the book, Ask students: who belonged in the community in the story? How did they feel that they belonged? What did they do to feel belonging? Who was helping their community in the story and how? How did they help their community? 

-Ask students to brainstorm ways that they are kind or helpful in their classroom, school, towards their neighbors etc.  

-Ask students to think back to yesterday’s book Look Where We Live! And the ways that, that story mentioned how people can be helpful in their community 

- Students will get paper mittens and they must complete the sentence on their mittens and decorate them 
Materials: 

-Book: The Mitten Tree by Candace Christiansen 

-2-3 paper mittens for each student 

-Pencils, pencil crayons
Formative Assessment:
Can students identify ways to be they are or can be helpful in their community? – on the mittens 

	Lesson 8: Who are some people that belongs in my community with me? How do they help me and my community?

	SLO: 1.1.3

• In what ways do we belong to more than one group or community at the same time? (CC, I)

• In what ways do we benefit from belonging to groups and communities? (C, CC, I)

Learning Activity:

-Exploring online books and games about communities (we can go through them together or as a class, depending on if we have access to the computer lab). Using the website  http://www.2learn.ca/r2l/listSOCG1.aspx and the website http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
-Reviewing community and looking at some online profiles of people we find in our community (librarian, teacher, police officer). This is also located on the website. 

-Discussion about things that we have added to our posters 

Materials:

-Either computer lab or class computer and projector 

-Student posters 

Formative Assessment:
· Ask students to draw or write someone in their community that we did not look at in today’s class on their poster. Check to see if they understand people who they see in their community.  

	Lesson 9:Catch up period 

	SLO: 1.1.3

-What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colours, logos, clothing)? (CC)
Learning Activity: 

-Students can have an opportunity to catch up on their work

-Students will have time to finish their mittens 

-Students will have time to add things to their posters 

- Students done the rest of the assignments could go through more of the online games and books we looked at yesterday 

Materials:

-The books that we have read in class so far, so that students can look through them when working on their posters 

- Student’s mittens 

- Student posters 

- computer for students 

Formative Assessment:
· Review student poster sections and mittens as they hand them in and complete them 

	Lesson 10: Of the many groups that I belong to, which group do I like being in the most and why?

	SLO: 1.1.3
- What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colors, logos, and clothing)? (CC)

-In what ways do we benefit from belonging to groups and communities? (C, CC, I)

Learning Activity: Begin summative task 
· Introduce quilt activity to students

· Explain that they will be presenting their square to their peers and teachers so they know their audience while they are working 

· Find out if any student will need to present their square one on one with the teacher instead of the whole class 
Materials: 

· Student posters 
· Books we have read in class so far for students to refer to for help with thinking about the details they will need to include in their pictures
· 6 x6” square (at least one for each student) 
Formative Assessment: 
· Teacher feedback: students will share with teacher which group they have selected for their quilt square and the progress they have made so far with their picture 

	Lesson 11: How can I make sure that someone looking at my quilt square will know what group I am showing that I belong to?  

	SLO: 1.1.3 

- What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colors, logos, and clothing)? (CC)

-In what ways do we benefit from belonging to groups and communities? (C, CC, I)

Learning Activity:
· This is a work period for students to continue working on their quilt square 
· Students who feel that they have completed both their picture and their sentence on their square can have an opportunity to get feedback on it from another peer who is at the same stage as them or from a teacher 

Materials:
· Student’s squares 
· Pencils, pencil crayons, markers 
· Checklist with the questions written on them for the teacher to check yes or no
Formative Assessment:
· Checklist (as students are working the teacher can go around and ask student to talk about their picture and what they plan to include on it). 

	Lesson 12: How can I help my class learn about a community that I enjoy and that I belong to? 

	SLO: 1.1.3 

- What helps us to recognize different groups or communities (e.g., landmarks, symbols, colors, logos, and clothing)? (CC)

-In what ways do we benefit from belonging to groups and communities? (C, CC, I)

Learning Activity:
· Sharing our quilt squares with each other (each student gets a turn) 
· Students will hold their squares as they present so that they can point out details they included in their pictures and so that they can read the sentence they wrote on the back 

Materials:
· Student’s completed quilt squares 
· Rating scales for the teacher to do for each student while they are presenting their work 
Formative Assessment:
· Rating scale 
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Annotated List of Resources

Fiction Books:

Carrier, R. (1979). The Hockey Sweater. Toronto: Tundra Books. 

This book includes multiple logos, clothing items, symbols and colors related to what being a member of a team can look like. This book will be used as an introduction to recognizable characteristics of groups and should help my class have a conversation about different groups that they belong to at school and outside of school that have students dressing and acting certain ways. This is a Canadian book, some students in my class play hockey and the community has an ice rink so I think that this book will be relatable for my students. 
Christiansen, C. (1997). The Mitten Tree. Colorado: Fulcrum Publishing. 
The artwork in this book has a unique textured look to it and I think that, along with the story, should help with student engagement while I read. It shows people in a community of different ages becoming connected with one another. The story also helps to have a discussion about ways you can benefit from communities (making other people feel happy, showing others you care about them etc.). 

Henkes, K. (1991). Chrysanthemum. New York: Greenwillow Books. 
This book will be used to introduce the unit because it will help student have a review of being unique, as well as to have a discussion about how the classroom is a community that students belong to. Topics like self-acceptance, importance of feeling accepted in your group, how to make others feel included and celebrating uniqueness is touched on. 
Non-fiction Books:
Ajmera, M., and Ivanko, J. D. (2005). Be My Neighbor: with words of wisdom from Fred Rogers. Watertown: Charlesbridge. 
This book uses photographs of real neighborhoods from around the world. It will show students that belonging to groups is experienced by and important to people regardless of where you live.  It should help us have a discussion about what things we see in the images that are different or similar to the communities that we belong to and see where we live. 

Ritchie, S. (2015). Look Where You Live! A First Book of Community Building. Toronto: Kids Can Press.

The first page of this book has a basic map of a rural community with similar landmarks that Standoff has like a recreation center, parking lots, signs, school, convenient store etc. The back of the book has a page of words to know that we could review together for this unit. This book is very interactive and includes questions at the bottom of the pages to ask students while reading, some is about what they see in the book and some are asking them to reflect on what they see and do in their own community.    

Websites:
The Alberta Teachers Association. (2018). Social - Gr.1 Online Interactives: My World. Retrieved from http://www.2learn.ca/r2l/listSOCG1.aspx 

This specific web page on the site gives students 20 options to explore games, short stories and individual profiles about things and people commonly found in communities. The games have students sorting, matching and creating things related to communities and groups.  Some of the activities go beyond the topics that will be covered during the 4 weeks of this unit, like the North America jigsaw game, but students who already have some knowledge of the continent or students who have free time could play around with it. 
Ojibwa. (2015). The Canon and the Mule. Native American Netroots. Retrieved from http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/tag/Blackfoot%20Indians
This website has a good image of flags of Blackfoot nations, as well as other artifacts and information about aboriginal history in Alberta. This resource could help to bring in other landmarks of Alberta into our class discussion, like Head Smashed in Buffalo Jump as there are images from the museum included on the site as well. 
Unite for Literacy. Retrieved from http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/ 

This is an easy to navigate website and read aloud books can be located here. Students can choose whether or not they want to read the book themselves or listen to it be read to them. This site has books cover topics across the curriculum, but student or teacher users can search keywords, subject and their intended grade level to find results.

News Article:

Btadmin. (2017). City of Lethbridge flies’ Blackfoot Confederacy Flag. Retrieved from 
http://bloodtribe.org/Administration/2525
This article includes some different pictures and information on the same event as the previous article. I included both because different language and perspectives and highlighted in these stories and it will be necessary to refer back to before talking about this event with my class. 

Mabell, D. (2017). Blackfoot chiefs stress positives at flag raising at city hall. Lethbridge Herald. Retrieved from http://lethbridgeherald.com/news/lethbridge-news/2017/09/26/blackfoot-chiefs-stress-positives-at-flag-raising-at-city-hall/
This news story is fairly recent, possibly some students are already aware of this, but this story is something I can share with students to talk about how people in communities can be connected and represented by things like flags. We can also talk about other communities that are located in the same province as Standoff, like Lethbridge.
· Material for class # 5 
*Note these pictures will be enlarged and printed for students to move around and hold as close or as far away as they need to look at details. 
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Image links :

http://www.flickriver.com/places/Canada/Alberta/Stand+Off/
http://www.waymarking.com/gallery/image.aspx?f=1&guid=e865a49b-c9bf-4644-9200-4e498f50f387
http://www.lethbridgenewsnow.com/article/558796/blood-tribe-councillor-admits-new-permit-fees-are-business-tax
https://redpowermedia.wordpress.com/2015/12/28/
https://naturecanada.ca/news/blog/from-the-tropical-forests-of-brazil-to-the-prairies-of-canada/
https://www.livescience.com/27336-giraffes.html
http://getwallpapers.com/collection/beach-palm-trees-wallpapers
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/bali-mount-agung-volcano-indonesia-island-eruption-explosion-latest-a8089216.html
https://thephotonaturalist.com/2013/06/01/prairie-spring-western-minnesotas-felton-prairie/white-tailed-deer-near-felton-prairie-clay-co-mn-img_1394/
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Mitten outline retrieved from https://www.freekidscrafts.com/make-handprint-mitten-decoration/
Images for lesson # to accompany the news article about the Blackfoot confederacy flag being raised at city hall in Lethbridge 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Alberta
Retrieved from City of Lethbridge’s Twitter page https://twitter.com/LethbridgeCity/status/913166075994312704
Outline of the poster that students will be given and be filling out throughout the unit.
*Poster can be divided this way or into 4 corners 

	My Province

 

	My Community 



	My School



	Me 

My name is:




Rating Scale for Summative Task: 
	4
	· Student independently explained their square by identifying details that they chose to include for their group 

· Student independently made a visual about belonging to a group on their square 

· Student independently completed the sentence prompt on the back of their square and identified something they enjoy about their group 

	3
	· With some assistance student explained their square by identifying  details that they chose to include for their group 

· With some assistance student made a visual about belonging to a group on their square 

· With some assistance student completed the sentence prompt on the back of their square and identified something they enjoy about their group

	2
	· With a lot of assistance student explained their square by identifying  details that they chose to include for their group
· With a lot of assistance student made a visual about belonging to a group on their square 

· With a lot of assistance student completed the sentence prompt on the back of their square and identified something they enjoy about their group

	1
	· Student could not explain their square by identifying  details that they chose to include for their group

· Student could not make a visual about belonging to a group on their square 

· Student could not complete the sentence prompt on the back of their square and identify something they enjoy about their group


Checklist for Summative task 

· While students are working, teacher will check each student for the following:

	Student Name: 


	Yes 
	No 

	Did I make a visual of a group I belong to? 
	
	

	Did I include at least 2 recognizable characteristics of my group?
	
	

	Does my picture show me engaging with my group in some way?
	
	

	Did I write at least one thing that I enjoy about belonging to this group?
	
	


One way I help my community is by 








